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PRESS RELEASE

North Side/ North Shore Chamber of Commerce Decries Position of  
Allegheny Conference on Community Development 

Regarding Proposed Tax on Poured Alcoholic Beverages

( ,  12, 2007)Pittsburgh November

  /          TheNorthSide NorthShoreChamberof Commerce today releasedaStatementhighly 

            critical of thepositionof theAlleghenyConferenceonCommunity Development regarding the 

10%        2.00       taxonpouredalcoholic beveragesandthe$ perday rental car feeproposedby 

     .      AlleghenyCounty Chief ExecutiveDanOnorato TheAlleghenyConference recently announced 

                   ,that it was in favor of theproposedDrinkTaxandRental Car Fee so longasthePortAuthority  

       ,         theostensible recipientof thenew tax funds makescertain changesto its operationstocut costs 

     .  and improve efficiency ofmasstransportation

,          ,    /“Frankly wearebaffledat thepositionof theAlleghenyConference ” saidNorthSide  

     .        NorthShoreChamberPresident JohnGraf “This is anorganizationsupposedly devotedto 

 .  , ’         ,    economic development However theres nodoubt that aswe sit here today if theDrinkTax 

,    ,   ,        passes therewill besmall locally ownedrestaurants tavernsandbanquethallswhichwill beput 

  .     ,      .outof business Thatequals lost jobs shutteredbuildingsanddiminishedbusinessactivity ”

     –    , Consistingof threeaffiliateorganizations thePittsburghRegionalAlliance the 

     ,     Pennsylvania Economy Leagueof Southwest Pennsylvania andtheGreater PittsburghChamber 

  –   ,    ,     ofCommerce theAlleghenyConference according to itswebsite is chargedwith themission 

 [ ]          of “stimulat ing economic growthandenhance thequality of life in Southwestern 

.              Pennsylvania ” Thegoal of theGreater PittsburghChamberof Commerce is to “advocate 

            businessclimate improvements tocreateanevenmorecompetitive regional environment for new 

   . . . .   andexistingbusinesses ”

     ’       TheStatementcondemnstheAlleghenyConferences supportof theDrinkTaxand 

     -  .  Rental Car Fee asbeinganti small business



             ,“Thebusinesseswhichwill sustain the impact of thesenew taxesareprimarily small  

  ,   .           locally ownedoperators ” saidGraf “Theywill seedemanddiminishandmarginscut as their 

      .           pricesgoupcourtesy of theCounty Thesesmall businessesare thedriversof growth in this 

,            .   County andwe cannot fathomwhy theywouldbetargetedfor additional taxation ”

     ,   ,    TheStatementnotedthatbanquetbusiness suchasweddings andthebusinessat 

        .       operationsnear county borderswill likely suffer themost “With theeaseof access to 

 , ’           ,neighboringcounties theres nodoubt thatconsumerswill choose the lessexpensive choice  

          ,   .  whichwill in every casebeover theAlleghenyCounty borders ” statedGraf

               ,  In supportof its claim that jobswill be lost if theDrinkTax is imposed theStatement 

    10%       ,     notes that sincea pouredbeveragetaxwasenacted in Philadelphia that county has lostmore 

 150          than liquor licensesaccording toa July article in the  -PittsburghPost Gazette.   TheStatement 

             81%,    alsopointsout thatalcoholic beveragesarealready taxedata rateof thehighest in the 

.  nation

      ’       TheStatement further refutes theAlleghenyConferences claim that theDrinkTaxand 

        .  Rental Car Fee arenecessary to fundmasstransit

                ,“Tying theDrinkTaxandRental Car Fee to funding thePortAuthority is a redherring ” 

 .               5%statedGraf “The state legislationenabling theCounty to imposethese taxesrequiresonly a  

            .  ’   increase inCounty funding to thePortAuthority to receive statematching funds Thats less than 

2     ’    .       $ millionbasedupontheCounty s previous funding levels Thesenew taxesareexpectedto 

   30 .       ?raiseat least$ million Wheredoestheextramoney go ”

   ,           According to theStatement theextra taxmoniesareneededto fundasystemic County 

   ,     15    30 deficit in general operations whichhasrangedfrom$ million toapproximately $ million 

 . this year

          “TheAlleghenyConferenceshouldbeadvocatingfiscal responsibility andbelt tightening 

    ,   ,   .  onbehalf of theCounty notnew taxes ” statedGraf

About the North Side/ North Shore Chamber of Commerce  



  1897,   /      ( ) Founded in theNorthSide NorthShoreChamberof Commerce NSCC began 

             .     helpingmerchantsat the turnof thecentury in theNorthSideMarketDistrict TheNSCC is a 

   , ,        service organization thatcreates develops andfostersasupportive climate thatserves the 

   .    200     ,     interestsof itsmembers Withover membersboth largeandsmall theChamber is a resource 

     ,          for services thathelp topromote maintain andenhancebusinessactivitiesontheNorthSide and 

 .NorthShore
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